110         THE EFFECT OF THE RELIGIOUS CHANGES OF

trines, particularly in their Calvinistic forms. In France,
Holland, America, Scotland, and even Geneva, the same kind
of development took place. The rigours of Calvinistic discipline
were overthrown or decayed, the inspiration to individual
economic activity remained, drew strength from other sources,
and grew into large and strange shapes which would often have
horrified Calvin himself. The decline of discipline in the
French Calvinistic Churches took place in the first half of the
seventeenth century, while not many years later the States of
Holland and West Friesland sounded the death-knell of ecclesi-
astical control by declaring that the Church had no business
to meddle in financial matters. In America the narrow
intolerance of the early Puritan settlers, both in the religious
and economic spheres, was mellowed by the growth of security
and prosperity and by the foundation of later settlements like
Rhode Island and Pennsylvania, which, from the beginning,
were free from both the ideals and practice of collectivism.
In the writings of Benjamin Franklin in the eighteenth century
individual enterprise and devotion to business were surrounded
with an unmistakable halo. This was the only mysticism which
he and others of his school were ready to admit, but it was
really a considerable exception. To enshrine in poetry, in
legislation and philosophy the doctrine that self-love was the
same as social argued, one would imagine, devotion to a Faith
rather than adherence to Reason.
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